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April showers may bring May flowers as the month ended with a long soaking rain. Overall, the
month was good for riding filled with a number of warm days, some chilly ones, and one 
snowstorm.

AFROST was one of the gray, chilly days and the club turnout was low but those who rode had 
a good, spirited ride.

AFROST Photo by Bill



Clyde and Ralph’s band made up for the dreary AFROST day by hosting a porch concert in the 
afternoon, just what was needed to raise everyone’s spirits.
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The day before AFROST, there was a good turnout for the Saturday ride.
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Jeff Stacklin will again be riding VeloSano which takes place on September 10-12, 2021. He has 
already raised over $2,000 for cancer research at the Cleveland Clinic with some nice 
contributions from club members. If you too want to contribute, you can do so at 
https://give.velosano.org/fundraiser/3187809 . Last month we cited the charity ride that Jon 
Weasner would be doing and posted a donations link for his Beartooth Challenge ride. If you 
have a charity ride you would like us to mention, send me the information.

As mentioned last month, the formal ride season started with the AFROST. The ride committee
met on the 29th to review the Sunday ride calendar. For May the schedule is as follows:

https://give.velosano.org/fundraiser/3187809


May 2 – Vermilion to Berlin Heights – 33 miles beginning at Sherod Park, 13406 W Lake 
Rd, Vermilion, OH

May 9 – Oberlin Hill Loop – 30 miles beginning at the Oberlin CVS

May 16 – Oberlin to Lodi – 58 miles beginning at the Oberlin CVS

May 23 – Oberlin to Vermilion – 41 miles beginning at the Oberlin CVS

May 29 – Saturday JJJ – 25/50/105 mile options beginning at the Oberlin Gas House near
the CVS

May 30 – Oberlin to La Grange – 35+ miles beginning at the Oberlin CVS

The ride calendar (https://loraincountybicycleclub.org/ ) will show these rides which all start at
9 A.M. with specifics about starting locations and routes. The ride committee is covering the 
May rides but beginning in June, the committee needs club members to volunteer to be Ride 
Leaders/Captains and Ride Sweepers for a ride or two.  The leader’s role is to lead the ride 
following the published route, send out a reminder the day before the ride along with a link to 
the map, and make sure everyone who began the ride is accounted for.  The sweeper should 
make sure no one is dropped and should keep in communication with the leader during the 
ride. Note: the June, July, and August rides will begin at 8:30 A.M.

There are two items shared by members. Barron shared a press release about two new bike 
repair stations in Oberlin from Cindy McPherson Frantz, Norman D. Henderson Professor of 
Psychology and Environmental Studies at Oberlin College.

Churches Prepare for Reopening with New Bike Racks Fourteen churches and nonprofits around Oberlin have 
newly installed bike racks, thanks to a grant from the City of Oberlin’s Sustainable Reserve Fund. Two air pumps 
and bike repair stations will also be installed, one at the Oberlin Unitarian Universalist Fellowship at 355 E. 
Lorain St. (next to IGA) and the other at the George A. Abram Pavilion at 40 Edison St. The bike racks and repair 
stations are available for anyone in the community to use, whether they are affiliated with a church or not. “We 
want to do our part in shrinking the carbon emissions footprint by encouraging our membership and friends to 
bike ride,” said Pastor AG Miller, who initiated the collaborative effort. Prior to the initiative, most churches in 
town either did not have bike racks, or had inadequate bike racks. “I am thrilled that the Sustainable Reserve 
Fund is being used to support communities of faith throughout Oberlin,” commented Sustainability Coordinator 
Linda Arbogast, who worked with the team of pastors to develop the proposal. In addition to creating cleaner air
and reducing carbon emissions, bicycles are a form of active transportation, which has health benefits. And they 
are highly affordable. “The bike racks placed in churches throughout the community directly support our climate
action goal to increase active transportation,” said Arbogast. The bike racks installed at most locations are made 
of recycled materials, bringing another environmental benefit.

https://loraincountybicycleclub.org/


Karla brings some humor to the newsletter with this cartoon she shared:

Ride long and strong in May!


